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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ' 



Memorandum 

\ 

SAC, CLEVELAND 

SAC, MEMPHIS (170-98) (P) 

suijject: REV . JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR. 

SM - C 

(00; Memphis) 




3/28/68 




for the information of receiving offices 
^ ev » JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR., male Negro, currently 
resides 853 Alston, Memphis, Tennessee, and Is pastor 
of the Centenary Methodist Church, now located 584 
East McLemore, Memphis, Tennessee, 

Records of U. S. District Court, Cleveland, 

Ohio, revealed that on 4/25/51 Rev. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON JR 
was convicted in U. S. District Court, Cleveland, on *' 

4/25/51 and sentenced by Honorable CHARLES J. MC NAMES, 

U. S. District Judge, to imprisonment for three years ’ 
tor violation of the Selective Service Act of 1948. 



The "Washington News," of April 26, 1958, 
under a Cleveland date line of 4/26/58, stated that 
JAMES LAWSON, then a 22-year-old pre-minister ial student, 
had on that date been sentenced to three years in 
Federal Prison despite the plea of Methodist Church officials- 
that the Methodist Board of Foreign Missions had told 
Judge MC NAMES it planned to send LAWSON, then a student at 
Baldw in— Wallace College, to Africa or India as a missionary. 
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2 - Jackson (RM) 

2 - Knoxville (RM) 
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£4 /- Memphis 

(3 - 170-98) 

(£> 157-1092, SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, MEMPHlSfT 
WHLcgmh * 






jTK agg l 
'.T373 



(16) 



<fVv 







IS7- /oiD.igb 





kt. 



MB 1 70-1)8 



( 




Name 

Dorn 



JAMES MORRIS LAWSON 
Unlontown, Ponnsylv 
9/22/28 
5 ' 10 " 

180 lbs. 

Negro 
Black 
Miroon 
Light Drown 
66-311 A 



He lght : 
Weight; 
Race; 

Hair; 

Kyeo: 

Complex Ion 
KOI No. ; 



h .a character 1 nation of 



” ,1,rtU LllJl °« * |U« e l d locus s ion on Kun/UV, ■ 

April 30, 1967, Rev. JAM KB MORA IS LAWSON , JR., Negro male 
pastor of the Centenary .Methodist Church, Memphis, and 
who had been a leader in the April, 1967, demonstrations 
in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam 
was asked by Panelist CLARK POUTKOUS, "Prcss-.Scimitar" 
newspaper reporter, if ho, LAWSON, was a Communist. LAWS 
replied that he was not a member of the Communist Party 
(CP) but he felt that the Communist program had many good 
points and had much to oifer the United Statos, 

A second source advised that 
Rev, JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, Jf^^^wasone^of™the original 
founders of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committeo 
(SNCC) In 1960 and has since that time been considered as 
a leader in the so-called nonviolent tactics and source 
recalled that constantly during April, May, June and July 



On February 23. 1968, a third source 



planning ro leave the United States at New York, N 
March 28, 1968, to go to Belgium, Germany and to P 
Czechoslovakia, where he was to be a delegate to a 
Christian Peace Conference. 
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On March 8, 1968, source oiK.rrw^^r 
^^vlSfrd that during tlio t "J 1 1 w 1 r —— hn: 

Coni er dice M on t SunH> v u » o on P ro fi ram f 
P.ra., on WiflJO-TV Chanrell i/'/ 3 * 1 9 68* at 12; 30 

n«v. jambs w)«itis mwson 1 Jr* M ‘”£ h 8 ; To " nessee » 

panel consisting of JJM KVA NS* npr r ^ nterview °d by a news 
CIARK PORTfcOUS. veteran rSi . fiuroau Chlof ' Memphis; 
Scimitar"; and by IX)N OTFvKs 1 w* 1 ° r n! :h0 Mem P hls "Press- 
In response to a Zm ! 3 Director, WHBQ-TV. 

tho Memph is Sanitation Stri?o° Vh?rh X) h TK0,j *\^ Ogardlng 
MWMN stated that he a ? b °^ an 2 /*2/68, 

strike, which ts b^Jin? mrr *?' . i n r,u PP ort of the 
Ministerial Alliance rarr mV ** \ he M>»phla 

croup planned to brlm< i»t »l Z ° d LU/WM ** bis 
strike activity MW‘W h,J power" boys into the 
bringing in tto ^•bU?^ov^:;i ,> ? that tho «roup ^s 
a "united front." r , ' 2 ^oyn as tho group wanted 

and POimiOds iepi'?d‘fZ, i ? h * < ? uo& tion hy both STKVKNS 

ontrUdcrs J„ti K^hJ? o1 

wanted to fir I nr/ in nir h W, '? N replied that ho definitely 
of the ho u thorn £!rM?.F? Pl !! *° MAKT * N bUTOKR KING. JK 

and when asked about" ftfOKBLY^CAr S i ^ rL5 T ° n " irence ( SCLC > i 
being brought In itJi V 5^P ,WKL of the SNCC 

CAiwiciuia.'W oigK^rjiX^*?.. 1 h ; h * d •>»<"» 

doing much to unify M eprn „ q ,, that CARMICHAKL was 
*nd that if It ias y „ecfssa?v t^ Z7 th * aboard; 

effort in Memphis he lawson* * a unlted Negro 

to Memphis. LAWSON bi amed he S ^^^HAKL 

of the Memphis Police Department" for* a?rth G a J d a ^ Jons 
far in connection with the oa n ito+ < H the trouble thus 
started February 12, 1968 OD workers strike which 

of Rev. LAWSON shoJld S be r mrotmmted / whei\| l ^° « h * ra cterl«» tlon 
is used In communications;) * d wh<en thls inlormation 

sanitat ^on^orkers^striko 1 lnHliomphl^cont lnue8! COS * tH< * 
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^ „ Mli4rT . ^ "o^ruinea that th^ 

S|*J' u »“. «.. ^u?c“l:o D 1 "" 9 ^ e 7 ?S? neS 0f Re '* »«S 

«rMot i u ? u r ng / a " uar >' a " d Feb;u«y' 7 i 9 «i re f h ld< >" c ° Phone- 
re sot out hereinafter bv Floin m < J 19 ®8. These calls 

order and are listed as follows? Dlvlslon ** alphabet lea? 



^L EVKLANP f OHIO D IVl.c ION; 
Pate of call 
1/10/68 
1/10/68 



Place Called 



8!SiEJl» hl0 * Ph °" e »•* 



^Hggj Lf.MississiPPi f division 

P? te Of Call 



1/29/68 

1/31/68 

KNOXVILLE DIVISION : 
Date of call 
1 / 12/68 
2 / 1/68 
2/26/68 
2/3/68 



Place C alled 

£&&«&-•’ Pbo °° "°- 
• phone ■>. 



) 



Place Called ! 

Charleston, Tenn. (Bradley Countvl 
Phone No. 615-336-2641- 0 

P hnni e S t0n ' Tenn * CBradley C^ty) 
Phone No. 615-336-2648* f ° 

Ph^ni e v tOD i Tenn * (Bradley Cfunty) 
Phone No. 615-3 3 6-2648* I *• 

Cleveland, Tenn., * \ 

Phone No. 472-5411 >v 
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MS 170-98 

HKW YQ a K. MV Ig JON 

La te o f Ca ll 

1/28/68 

1/29/68 

J/28/68 

2/19/68 



Number Called 



New York, N.Y. , 212-233-0536 
New York, N.Y., 212-233-0536 
New York, N.Y., 212-233-0613 
New York, N.Y., 212-870-2397 



OMAIl^ Om .blON: 
Patc^ of Call 
1/22/68 



Hace Call ed 

D/.-n Moines, Iowa, Phone No, 
515-283-1991 



WASHINGTON F lKl,n DAVIGION; 

Date o f Call 

1/29/68 



1/29/68 



I ‘la. oo Call ed 

Waohington, D.C, , Phono No, 
202-387-7445 

Washington , D, C. , Phono No, 
202-483-4742 



MEMPHIS DIVISION 



AT NASHVILLE, Tf3MNK3MiK 



Da to ol Call 
1 / 23 / 68 ““ 
1/26/68 
1/26/68 
1/26/68 
1/29/68 



Nuirber Called 

'6 1 5 -20 1 -59 L0~ 

615-291-3106 

615-291-6930 

615-291-5910 

615-291-5910 




AT JACKSON, TKNNKSSKB 
1/23/68 422-3331 
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/ ME 170-98 



' A LEADS: 



THE CLEVELAND, JACKSON, rN0XVAUJ5, NEW YORK, OMAHA, and 
VASHIJN’CICN FIELD DIVISIONS 



Will identify subscribers to the numbers listed 
hereinbefore in their respective divisions and thereafter 
search indices and furnish Memphis with any pertinont 
inf tr n't ion concerning subscribers to the telephone numbers 
contacted by Rev, LAWfiON. 

WA Ml JiWOlVMI F IELD DAVA HiO N 

Will also check records of Passport Division, 
Washington, D. C. , regarding Kev. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR., 
it being noted that he in scheduled to go to Prague, 
Chechoslovakia, to leave New York on or about 3/28/68. 



PKiCPUiS DIVISION 

AT HASjAV LLLB! . TWi NLKSBK 

Will check the Nashville telephone numbers listed 
here inbef ore and furnish results to Memphis, 

AT JACKSO N, TENNESSEE 

Will check the Jackson telephono number listed 
hereinbefore, 422-3331. 
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